from a holy place, or an unholy thing from a holy
place, or a holy thing from an unholy place.
REVELACIO CONTRA PECCATUM AVARICIE
Now shall you understand that the relief for
avarice is mercy and pity in large doses. And men
might ask why mercy and pity relieve avarice. Cer-
tainly, the avaricious man shows no pity nor any
mercy to the needy man; for he delights in keeping
his treasure and not in the rescuing or relieving of
his fellow Christian. And therefore will I speak first
of mercy. Mercy, as the philosopher says, is a virtue
whereby the feelings of a man are moved by the
trouble of him that is in trouble. Upon which mercy
follows pity and performs charitable works of mercy.
And certainly, these things impel a man to the mercy
of Jesus Christ—that He gave Himself for our sins,
and suffered death for the sake of mercy, and forgave
us our original sins; and thereby released us from
the pains of Hell and lessened the pains of Purgatory
by means of penitence, and gives us grace to do
good, and, at the last, gives us the bliss of Heaven.
The kinds of mercy are: to lend, and to give, and to
forgive, and to set free, and to have pity in heart and
compassion on the tribulations of one's fellow Chris-
tian, and also, to chasten, as need may be. Another
kind of remedy for avarice is reasonable largess; and
truly, here it behooves one to give consideration to
the grace of Jesus Christ, and to one's temporal
wealth, and also to the perdurable wealth that Christ
gave to us; and to remember the death that he shall
receive, he knows not when, where, or how, and also
that he must forgo all that he has, save only that
which he has invested in good works.
But for as much as some folk are immoderate,
men ought to avoid foolish largess, which men call
waste. Certainly, ^te that is prodigal gives not his
wealth, but loses his wealth. Truly, that which he
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